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Keywords: Country, Stereotype, Ethnocentrism, Nationality, Miscommunication
Q1- What are the challenges?

» What are the problems when people are ethnocentric?

» What are the problems when people stereotype others?
Q2- How to help solve the problems?
» How can we help people not be ethnocentric?

» How can we help people not stereotype others?

Q3- What message do you have for the people you have met today?

@zM¥E0BME (EH)

v =Y X LFEED CMI #E L VRV T LR T, ZOHRTHERAEYC CMI #4E L DBFHET-
T2 BERICS DDOT =< PNTIAN—FT T4 A Ay aviiTol, At [Bxfbala=r—
vav]| tWwWIT = TTAARN Yy Y avEToz, BHVWDEZTWE I EDOERPBRET L LN
T&72y, 7ZAFa v 1 TRATLAXL TICOWTTHE, ATLAXALTICOWCTHL X IR L
ZEEZTCVDEEITHobDD, EMUIZBHIECEZER L EHWHAHEZZ T/, 72XFav 2T
BIERIRICOWTEEE LTz, ZHICOWTREAVARLZ 2B oTn3 D LKL 72,

TAAN Yy avi& T, ToADFETEY EXL 2R TER, V7 IEMICOWTILEY B2
272DEFEZ TS, HRE=— v ¥ VOB DFEELT = A DFETH Y, & THEL W Z @
TFeRTESE,

3-2. ¥F

D3

Key Words: Basic Education, Community Education, Knowledge and Skills, Experience, Relationships
Q1- What are the challenges?

> At schools (basic education)

»  In Communities
Q2- How to help solve the problems?
> How can we help all children to learn as college/university students ?

»  What can we do to make communities better as young adults?



Q3- What message do you have for the people you have met today?
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Keywords: Seaweed, Fish Farms, Microplastics, Processed Products, Fishery Resources
Q1- What are the challenges?

» What problems care caused by microplastics on the marine environment?
Q2- How to help solve the problems?
» How can we make better use of our marine and fishery resources?

Q3- What message do you have for the people you have met today?
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Keywords: Water, Plants, Nutrition, Soil, Urine and Feces
Q1- What are the challenges?

» What kinds of problems with soil are there in island countries?

» Why healthiness of soil is important in producing foods?

Q2- How to help solve the problems?

» What can we do to protect soils?

Q3- What message do you have for the people you have met today?
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Key Words: Vaccine, Remote, Insurance, Medical expense, Preventive care
Q1- What are the challenges?

» What kind of problems do people have using medical services in your country? Especially for

whom, for where, and what expenses (i.e., Covid 19 pandemic).
Q2- How to help solve the problems?
» What can be done to prevent problems of access to medical services?

Q3- What message do you have for the people you have met today?
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1. Outline of Majuro Symposium

® Title and Theme
Japan-Marshall Islands Student Symposium (Majuro Symposium)
“Global Citizenship: Students from Japan and the Marshall Islands Considering the Future”
®  Organizer
Host Tokai University
Co-host College of Marshall Islands
Sponsorship International Organization Pacific Islands Centre
® Date
March 5, 2024 Tue.
® Venue
College of Marshall Islands
PO Box 1258 Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands, 96960
Participants
Students 118 (Tokai 91, CMI 27)
Faculty and Staff 21 (Tokai 14, CMI 7)
®  Purpose and Overview

This project intends to: bring together students from Tokai University and the University of the
Marshall Islands; and share knowledge and experiences through discussions on common global issues
that students from both countries are familiar with.

The purpose of this project is to contribute to the development of global citizenship in which
university students are actively involved in society through the experience of meeting others from
different countries and positions and thinking together about issues of common concern. For this
purpose, we will set topics from a wide range of fields such as human rights, food security and diet, the
environment, and sustainability that are familiar to students from both countries, and all students will
be divided into small groups to exchange opinions and ideas.

This project will be held as part of the 53rd Overseas Educational Cruise Program by Tokai
University.

®  Schedule

9:45-10:30 Move to CMI (by CMI school bus)

10:30-11:15  Opening Ceremony
1) Speech by the Leader of the 53th Overseas Educational Cruise
2) Welcome Speech by Vice President Stevenson Kotton of CMI
3) Guest Speech by ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary Kazunari Tanaka of the Japanese

Embassy in the Marshall Islands

4) Speech by student representatives (4 students)

5) Performance from Tokai (School Founding Song)



6) Presentation from Tokai (Student Rep. Mai Yoshida)

11:15-12:00 CMI Campus Ture
12:00-12:50 Lunch
12:50-13:40 Students Sessions
13:50-14:10 Closing Session

1) Performance by CMI (Song of Gratitude)

2) Presentation by CMI

3) Speech by Dean of Academic Affairs Vasemaca. A. Savu of CMI

14:10-14:40 Move to Ship (by CMI School Bus)

2. Speech in Opening Ceremony (from Tokai univ.)

2-1. Speech by the Leader of the 53th .
Overseas Educational Cruise
Thank you all for gathering here today.
We are holding a student symposium
between Japan and the Marshall Islands
under the theme "Global Citizenship:

Students from Japan and the Marshall Islands
Envisioning the Future."

For over half a century, Tokai University has been conducting overseas training voyages using the
research training ship, the "Bosei-maru," where students live together for about a month. Although
interrupted due to the COVID-19 pandemic in recent years, we have resumed this tradition after a five-
year hiatus. Majuro is our first port after leaving Japan.

This symposium brings together students from Tokai University and the College of the Marshall Islands.
They will identify global common issues from the perspectives of both countries' lifestyles and seek to
share knowledge and experiences through discussions. By actively engaging with others from different
countries and backgrounds, and by collectively considering common interests, students will contribute to
the cultivation of global citizenship. To achieve this goal, topics ranging from intercultural
communication, education, marine, and other relevant fields have been set for students from both
countries to discuss in small groups. We hope that through this exchange, students who do not usually
interact with other from different cultures will gain new insights.

Lastly, I would like to express deep gratitude to all those at the College of the Marshall Islands who have
contributed to the organization of this event.

With these words, I hope that today's symposium will be fruitful. Thank you.

(Leader : Eiichiro Yagi)



2-2. Speech by student representatives (4 students)
e Toya Uematsu (Department of Civil Engineering 2nd year)

It’s nice to meet you all here at CMI. We came from Tokai University. It's one
of the largest private universities in Japan. It has about 30’000 students
attending 7 campuses. From among these campuses, we participate in this
cruise for many different reasons such as wanting to take a voyage, learning

English, studying communication, and learning tourism. From Japan to

Majuro .91students have been on a ship for 13days and lived together. Most
of the people met for the first time. But they have become friends after eating, exercising, and chatting
together. Also, for the symposium, we learned English and researched Majuro. We landed in Majuro
yesterday. The sea and nature were more beautiful than I imaged. And I was even more interested in this

paradise. At today’s symposium, I would like to learn more about the life and culture at Majuro.

e Tomoyuki Sato (Department of Marine Science and Ocean Engineering 1st year)

From now on, I'd like to talk about why this symposium is a good
opportunity for us. Nowadays, our planet has uncountable problems, for
example, climate change, overpopulation, war, gender gap, energy
sources, among others. But there is hope. It’s us. Me, you, and all of you.
We are the shining beacon of hope of humankind, and we have a strong

spark for making better world. With our advanced technologies, we can

easily meet online. On the other hand, there are limits to such types of
communication such as difficulty reading feelings and details of facial expressions. I think face to face style
discussions have a special power that online does not. So, our Tokai University students have come from
overseas to discuss how to make a better future. So far, we have seen some of the great wonders of the earth
like the ocean, mountains, and a variety of animals. And we have also experienced seasickness, but it is the
kindness of people, and the chance to experience new cultures and scenery that we never see before that
makes it all worth it. Let’s share what we see, what we think, what we feel at this symposium. Face to face,
eye to eye we can talk a lot and have fun in an “analog” way. This opportunity is rare to deeply talk and
share our thoughts.

Our today’s symposium will make better tomorrows.

® Takato Tanaka (Department of English 2nd year)
I would like to exchange many opinions through this symposium and make more friends. In particular, |

think that this is a valuable opportunity to meet face to face because it is

online era. That’s why I want to communicate with as many people as
possible. By doing this, we can know more about each other and learn
about ourselves in turn. Also, [ would like you to know more about Tokai

University students. Many students from Tokai University will participate,



today. I hope they will enjoy this encounter as much as myself. Many people from my University are not
confident with English, but we will try our best. It’s a short time, but please make friends with Tokai

University students through this symposium. Let’s enjoy this a once in a lifetime opportunity together.

® Nanami Shizu (Department of Sport & Leisure Management 2nd year)

[ will introduce our school song “Kengaku No Uta”. This song is 4 minutes long. It is sung at all the
campuses of Tokai University. Tokai University stated as an Aviation Science College. This song was
written by Matsumae Shigeyoshi who established our university. He puts his hopes for young students in
this song. This song was written by 1943 shortly after the university was established. This song contains
his ideas of education. Exactly the three words “thought” “science” and
“technology” are his key ideas. In addition, the song speaks of the view
of the Japan’s World Heritage Site. Such as “Mount Fuji” and “Miho no
Matsubara”. By the way, my favorite phase is “Susume Kibouno Hoshi
Aogi”. It means to go into the future with hope. This phase encourages

me and the origin of the ship “Bosei Maru” we ride. Please listen to our

song and feel its wonderful massage.

3. Discussion Theme and Comments from Each Sessions

3-1. Intercultural Communication
(D Discussion Tames
Q1- What are the challenges?
» What are the problems when people are ethnocentric?
» What are the problems when people stereotype others?
Q2- How to help solve the problems?
» How can we help people not be ethnocentric?

» How can we help people not stereotype others?

Q3- What message do you have for the people you have met today?

Keywords: Country, Stereotype, Ethnocentrism, Nationality, Miscommunication

(2 Comments from Tokai Student

A symposium was held with CMI students from the Marshall Islands. During that time, I had a school
tour and a meal with a CMI student. After the meal, we had a group discussion. I had a discussion on the
theme of “difference about culture communication”. We believe that we were able to understand the
differences between what we think of each other. Question 1 was about stereotypes. Although they seemed
to be thinking the same thing about stereotypes, they were shocked by the difference in the situations they

felt. In Question 2 we talked about the solution. I felt that we were thinking the same thing about this. After



the discussion, we were able to get excited about anime. [ remember having a lot of excitement about talking
and sharing about Ghibli productions. A common topic of Japan and Marshall Islands was anime, and [ had

a great time.

3-2. Education
(D Discussion Tames
Q1- What are the challenges?
> At schools (basic education)
»  In Communities
Q2- How to help solve the problems?
> How can we help all children to learn as college/university students?
»  What can we do to make communities better as young adults?
Q3- What message do you have for the people you have met today?

Key Words: Basic Education, Community Education, Knowledge and Skills, Experience, Relationships

(2 Comments from Tokai Student
CMI student’s opinion was that there were few educational settings and teachers. In particular, I was
empathetic as there were few teachers. It seems that there are only two teachers in the field where CMI
students who were in our group are studying at the symposium, and it turns out that there are fewer
teachers compared to Tokai University. As a solution, students who are studying at CMI said that they
would like to go out and learn about their specialized fields, and that they would like to go back to their
own country to educate their fellow Marshall Islanders. Now, it seems that most of their support comes
from the United States. However, since tuition is expensive and
everyone has not enough received education, one of the CMI
students said he wanted the support of the government and students
who were educated. The content made me keenly aware of my
English after the symposium. There was one point where my

opinion was not well communicated. However, it was nice to be able

to hold a meaningful symposium while feeling the language barrier.

3-3. Marine
(D Discussion Tames
Q1- What are the challenges?
» What problems care caused by microplastics on the marine environment?
Q2- How to help solve the problems?
» How can we make better use of our marine and fishery resources?
Q3- What message do you have for the people you have met today?

Keywords: Seaweed, Fish Farms, Microplastics, Processed Products, Fishery Resources




(2 Comments from Tokai Student

After the symposium, I think it was easier to discuss marine issues
in English than other topics. Everyone knew about marine affairs, so
many opinions came out and the conversation never stopped. The
problem of garbage in Majuro can be seen as very serious especially
when strolling around the city, so CMI students were serious about

facing this problem. Since the island nation is similar to Japan, the

people of the Republic of the Marshall Islands have many opinions
from the perspective of protecting marine life, specifically using the rich marine ecosystem. What happens
when plastic garbage enters the sea is a problem many people expressed their views on, especially the
economic impacts for each country. I think that they discussed the problem of garbage pollution from
various perspectives well. I also think this conversation with CMI students was a good opportunity to learn
their thoughts on marine issues. Also, thinking together with people from other countries, I think it was an

opportunity to reconfirm that the world should work together to solve problems.

3—4. Agriculture

(D Discussion Tames

Q1- What are the challenges? PRSP S ‘
» What kinds of problems with soil are there in island countries? : J

e

|

i

» Why healthiness of soil is important in producing foods?

, C‘ﬂ
\\/l
I

Q2- How to help solve the problems?
» What can we do to protect soils?
Q3- What message do you have for the people you have met today?

Keywords: Water, Plants, Nutrition, Soil, Urine and Feces

(2 Comments from Tokai Student

[ was able to know the differences in agricultural issues between Japan and the differences in agriculture
issues between Japan and the Marshall Islands, which are both island nations. Japan is an island country,
but the soil and water resources are abundant, and agriculture has long been a thriving. On the other hand,
since the Marshall Island are atolls, they lack rich soil and abundant water resources. In fact, in the Marshall
Islands, they dealt with this problem by importing soil or relying on imports from overseas instead of
growing vegetables in their own country. CMI students have also taken measures to deal with the problem
when vegetables become expensive, and the plan was to grow and supply the vegetables themselves instead
of buying them at the store. In terms of soil problems in Japan, the increase in compost due to the increase
in imports of livestock feed and the associated excess of soil nutrients were discussed, and the use of the
promotion of thermal power generation was introduced as a solution. However, it was good because [ was

able to interact and learn as much as I could.



3-5. Health and Welfare
(D Discussion Tames
Q1- What are the challenges?
» What kind of problems do people have using medical services in your country? Especially for
whom, for where, and what expenses (i.e., Covid 19 pandemic).
Q2- How to help solve the problems?
» What can be done to prevent problems of access to medical services?
Q3- What message do you have for the people you have met today?

Key Words: Vaccine, Remote, Insurance, Medical expense, Preventive care

(2 Comments from Tokai Student

What I felt in discussions with Majuro students was that there was
a huge gap between Japan and the Republic of the Marshall Islands
in terms of access to medical services. In Japan, there are few
hospitals in underpopulated areas and on remote islands, but it is

still relatively easy to access medical care. However, Majuro has only

one hospital and one clinic, and the number of doctors and nurses
is lacking. The CMI students who we talked with are majoring in medicine. After graduating from CMI,
they want to study abroad and become doctors, and want to work in Majuro. There is no educational
institution where they can get a doctor’s license in the Marshall Islands, and I think Japan is blessed in that
respect as well. However, it was a common issue for both countries that medical expenses are increasing. |
realized that [ live and study in a very fortunate environment, and I felt that I have to work harder than ever.
I had a short time to interact with the students from CMI, but I was happy to be able to talk to people who

study in a country [ didn’t know about.

4. Preparations and Support for Symposium (from Teachers)

4-1. Purpose and Planning
e Intentions in designing the symposium
In designing this symposium, we focused on the following two
points. Firstly, it is not only about cross-cultural exchange, but also
about the challenge of introducing academic discussion to university
students. Above all, this is not a program within a traditional
professional educational setting. The opportunity for students from

diverse affiliations and backgrounds to get together and exchange

opinions on common themes is valuable and was planned as an



event that makes the most of the characteristics of the overseas educational cruise. Secondly, it was
designed to enable everyone to participate, including students with limited English skills or reluctance
to interact. For this reason, it was decided to use the method of small group discussions with staged

scaffolding to provide linguistic support for the students.

Preparation process

From 26 February to 5 March, preparations proceeded

according to the following schedule (bolded items relate to the
symposium). At the same time, the symposium team (25
members) divided the administrative roles and worked on
organizing each session, preparing materials for university

introductions, making gifts for CMI students, and preparing

speeches by student representatives.

Morning Afternoon Night
2/26 Kick Off Meeting for Symposium
2/27 | vE_LEERE Club Activity English Class1 (Basic Conversation)
2/28 | vE_LEERE Club Activity English Class2 (Basic Conversation)
2/29 | #ELEEEE Club Activity Presentation for immigration
3/1 | English Class3(A/B) Sing Practice 1 Symposium Practice 2
About Session Tames | Symposium Practice 1 (Check to Session PPT)
Preparation by Symposium Team
3/2 | English Class4(A/B) Sing Practice2 Symposium Practice 4
About Session Tames | Symposium Practice 3
3/3 | English Class5(A/B) Clean Up Presentation about Majuro by Research
(Conversation Symposium Practice 5 Team
+ Vocabulary) (mock)
3/4 | Immigration On Majuro On Majuro
3/5 | Symposium at CMI Departure
e Results

Based on the day's events, the following achievements and challenges can be described. In terms of
outcomes, firstly, all students were able to engage directly with CMI students by joining a group and
taking on their specific and predetermined roles. Also, by starting the session with a casual exchange
at lunchtime, the exchange of opinions was more natural and conversational which helped the students
to move away from a presentation style of format and actively engage with the CMI students. Students
who had shown nervousness and reluctance in their preparation were often seen actively talking to the

CMI students, and the students were surprised at their communicative abilities, which resulted in them



having confidence that their English was understandable and that they could understand what the

others were saying.

(Mieko Ikegaya)

4-2. Communication and Discussion in English
e  Summary of Preparation

To prepare non-native English speaking 91 students and 14 faculty for participation in the symposium
several approaches were taken. Due to the hesitation that many students from Tokai have about using
English, they needed to be coached in such a fashion so as access the language skills that they previously
had learned while helping them to overcome their concerns about correct usage of grammar and vocabulary.
The students had 5 primary English classes, with 4 supplementary English lessons that emphasized
preparing for the symposium. The students were divided into 5 main groups based on themes and further
divided into 4 subgroups within each theme with between 4-5 students in each group thus allowing the

inclusion of 1-2 CMI students.

e  Structure of English Preparation

To help students access prior their prior knowledge of English, the English classes were divided into
several lessons. Lessons 1 and 2 presented students with language that would be useful for basic interactions
with CMI students and focused on helping students to be able to introduce themselves and use basic
opinion-based expressions. These lessons followed a simple lesson plan of reminding students of language
that they already know and encouraged them to use it in spoken fashion of the course of 45 minutes. While
much of the language was rote, there was room for original usage by the students. For lessons 3 and 4 (each
two 45-minute classes), the students were then asked to consider the language that they would need to
present information about their university and a specific theme that they were assigned (Agriculture,
Education, Health and Welfare, Intercultural Communication, and Marine). Lesson 3 had the students
generate necessary language and then progressively move to transforming that language to English. Lesson
4 focused on revising the language they needed and focusing on verbal out-put. The 4 supplementary
English lesson (titled symposium preparation) gave the students
additional opportunities to practice and revise the language that they
sought to use to explain and discuss their themes. The final English
class prior to landing in Majuro presented the students with
expressions related to interacting with locals in the form of basic

travel language and quizzing them on English language terms and

vocabulary that they had learned in previous lessons.

o  Results

Due to the primary issue of the students not having developed an English language-based identity

10



independent of their native language, the students required considerable scaffolding to achieve the desired
outcomes. The flow from known language to unfamiliar language in terms of lexis and syntax provided the
students with a measure of confidence with some students needing to fall back on the known language to
give the confidence to interact with learners of English that they perceived as being much more fluent than
themselves. By focusing each of the students on a specific theme and allowing them time to process and
develop what they anticipated the language they would need, the students were able to interact with the
CMI students at a level that surprised many of them. They found that the simple language patterns and that
by emphasizing their intended message over syntax was more than enough to them to communicate
successfully and articulate their thoughts and opinions regardless of lexical or syntactical errors.
Additionally, by gradually removing the support of the teachers from the students and encouraging them to
rely on their own language skills, the students gained a greater sense of accomplishment in their interactions
with the CMI students.
(Wayne Devitte)

4-3. Singing as the Performance

The 'Kengaku No Uta' (School Founding Song) is a song that is sung at all of the Tokai University
campuses. The lyrics were written by Shigeyoshi Matsumae, the founder of the school, around May 1943,
shortly after Tokai University's predecessor, the vocational school, had opened. It expresses his hopes for
young people. The music was composed by Kiyoshi Nobutoki, one of the leading composers of modern
Japan.

It was decided that we would perform this song during the opening ceremony of the symposium. As 1
specialize in choral instruction, I was to provide instruction. In the
special environment of students living together on board the ship,
we were able to practice the song for about 20 minutes three times
in total. From the first practice session, many of the students were
relatively vocal, which was a great encouragement to me. On the

other hand, although the original piece is a double chorus, in line

with the number of times we practiced, we decided to sing it as a
single chorus this time.

Two points were particularly important in the teaching: (i) to sing with the spirit of the lyrics in mind,
and (ii) to sing with an awareness of the characteristic thythm of the motifs throughout the song. In
particular, as rhythm is an elemental component to music from all over the world, even though it is difficult
to convey the content of the stanzas, I actively taught it with the hope that I could share the deep meaning
of this song with the CIM members.

Despite the adverse conditions of the weather, which was windy, on the day, I think most students sang
beautifully. Many CMI students were seen taking videos of us singing. For the next challenge, we would like

to try the original double chorus.

(Daiju Misawa)
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5. Overall review by the Symposium Leader (Student)

Preparation of symposium were started from the kickoff meeting on February 26", a week ago. The
symposium team was to prepare handmade presents, write student speeches, and complete some
documents for the symposium. All of the students had basic English classes and special classes for the
symposium themes which Wayne mainly taught.

Our symposium team were quick to prepare emailer than planned. This was true especially for the student
speeches scripts which were done quickly. Each student speaker was able to practice well. The student
speaker team’s goal was to memorize their scripts and speak fluently. It was the common goal for all four of
the student speakers. “I understand clearly about English, but I took on the challenge of this speech even
though it was a lot of work for me. I can realize Japanese version of script, but the English, that’s the
different story. Those languages have different type of grammar so that is the one of the hard points.” This
was reported by one of the student speakers’ team, Nanami Shizu. The student speakers’ team practice

included my own self, and we practiced together and had rehearsals until right before the symposium. For

the preparation of the symposium, the symposium team = = = e —
worked hard to assemble the handmade presents for the CMI » 4 2 '
students. The presents were picture frames with an origami
crane alongside a specific kanji in calligraphy written by a

student. The Kanji was written by some students who are good

at calligraphy. Even though some of the students are not good
at calligraphy, their hearts were well expressed though their =
efforts to prepare the presents. No matter our calligraphy skill, everything was done with joy.

All the 91 students got together in the student mess room with Wayne leading the English class. The
first lessons showed that many students were confused about English communication and how to express
themselves. However, it turned into a passionate class, where they tried to use expressions known by them
through Wayne’s lecture and support. We had two English lessons before it was time to move practicing
and diving more deeply into the expressions and vocabulary we needed for the symposium. The student
faces became dark as they were really worried about having discussions with English speakers. Each theme
was difficult to discuss even with Japanese people in Japanese. For instance, in the intercultural
communication group, we discussed the problem of stereotyping. We talked theme in Japanese first, then
translated that. Finally, we practiced as if we were in the symposium. Because of the difficulty of the theme
and how unfamiliar we were all with the topic, we had some difficulty at first to express ourselves even in
Japanese. It took time for us to understand what we wanted to say and to find the words to say it. We learned
that our English level doesn’t matter, but rather that we need to learn to express ourselves and our ideas.

In the next phase, we “translated” our Japanese to English. We helped each to come up with good
vocabulary. They built up to vocabulary from easy words. Finally, we moved to the symposium style practice.
We had opinion notes and memos of the keywords of symposium, but even so when we started we couldn’t

talk naturally. Wayne saw this and he gave us good advice.” Don’t care about vocabulary and grammar too
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much, just a word is ok. Let’s having big fun and relax your mind.” After his advice all of groups changed
as their discussions became more active. We did our best preparation at the rehearsal before arriving at
Majuro.

After our 1%t day of activities in Majuro, it was time to have the day 2
symposium. After a bit of a transportation issue as we had 91 students and CMI
being a much smaller school with only a few small buses, we held opening
ceremony. The ceremony progressed from a CMI professor’s speech, and our
cruise leader speech, to Tokai student speech’s. The Tokai student speeches
were confidently and naturally delivered, and I think that the result was quite

good due to the many practices. At the end of the Tokai speeches and the

founding song the courtyard was filled by happy applause. We had the
symposium after a campus tour of CMI and lunch. From the campus
tour, I was deeply touched by the CMI’s education “philosophy”. In Tokai
university it is “Kengaku No Seisin” (The spirt of our university). In one
of the buildings they had an exhibition with a traditional marine map
known as “stick map” along with an outrigger canoe. The CMI student

told us “These instruments are two and one (a set) with CMI’s

philosophy. The message is “To be a navigator who graduates from

CMI”. It shows that CMI student are leaders of the Marshall Island and the world just as their ancestors
voyaged across the Pacific by using marine map and outrigger canoe. | was deeply touch by the spirit and
philosophy of CMI.

Our symposium started; Tokai university introduction, (ice breaker) theme introduction, with more
details and introduction of theme and how ideas about to solve the problem of theme. It took about 30
minutes. Each student in their group had part such as Tokai presenter or theme presenter. The symposium
was joyful, and everyone was delighted. Each small group was active, discussing and sharing their opinions.
In my group discussion, the problems that happen in the Marshall Islands (Majuro) and Japan are similar.
For example, some people have stereotyping with mixed race people, which causes some problems and
issues. The time passed too quickly, and the symposium had ended.

After the symposium there were closing remarks by the Dean of

CMI, a beautiful song sang by the faculty and students with "ll ""I“"l"" [Qlj;k L "I""ll

everything ending with the Tokai teachers and students being

(
presented with traditional handmade accessories called “Ammiano”
in Marshallese. The song was made us feel very warm and I felt it is

similar to the Japanese island song called “Shima Uta”. At the end

of the ceremony the CMI professor speech,” Today a new page in
history opens. Don’t end the relationships made at today’s symposium. Please keep in touch with each other
by using SNS. We are the partners of the Pacific Ocean islands. If you come here to Majuro and please say

“I joined the symposium. We will always welcome you all.” After the ceremony students took pictures and
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exchanged SNS until the buses were ready to take us back to the Bosei Maru.

The symposium was quite a success and left us with big
smiles. For during the symposium English classes a student
said, “I don’t want to do this anymore.”, but after that student
said, “I have a lot of fun!!”. I believe CMI students had the same
feeling. From the pictures which were taken at the symposium,
it is clear that the students felt “joy”. In Majuro we didn’t take

an easy path to learning about the island and its people. We

chose to do a symposium and discussed difficult topics in
English. We improved our English. We maybe cannot talk well in English, so this opportunity was very
helpful as we practiced and took an approach with the goal to “Discuss each countries problems using
English” in mind. With improved our English skill, we also gained confidence about using English through
our academic discussions at the symposium. Through this opportunity we broadened our views, learning
that Japan is part of a larger world, and we are citizens of Earth. As we live, we should live actively to protect
our world and the people in it. The Bosei Maru is a vessel (the Tokai education and training ship from
which we have lived) where many students with different backgrounds came together. Some of the students
graduated university and will start to work from April. After this voyage each student will start new life.
Step by step, for themselves, we can use this great experience to learn
how to make choices for ourselves about our futures and how make
those futures better. Finally, I would like to extend a special thanks for
Wayne who taught us English and helped us prepare for the
symposium, Ms. Ikegaya who planned and organized the symposium,

and Mr. Misawa who taught us properly how to sing the song of school

“Kengaku No Uta”. Lastly, thank you to all who joined the symposium.
I deeply appreciate it all.

(Tomoyuki Sato / Department of Marine Science and Ocean Engineering 1st year)

Editor’ s Postscript (Students)

e  To be honest when I heard about the symposium, I couldn't image what to do at first. However, |
learned a lot through the symposium. For example, I learned that it is important to try to convey what
[ want to convey and even if my presentation manuscript is concise and regardless of my low English
ability, my ideas can be transmitted to the other party. Based on this experience, [ want to improve
my English skills and communicate with people from overseas again. (Sintaro Omata / Department
of Mechanical Systems Engineering 2nd year)

e  ['ve always been very bad at English, and I've lived my life avoiding English. However, after practicing
with the group members many times, my resistance to English gradually disappeared. On the day of

the symposium, when I had a discussion with the local students, I didn’t understand everything, but I
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was able to communicate with my poor English. By having this symposium, I realized that I have not
been committed to learning and speaking English well.  (Yua Shin / Department of Tourism 2nd year)
The theme of my symposium was health. The introduction of Tokai University, introduction of topics
for this symposium, question 1, question 2, and question 3 were performed in that order. I was the
leader of question 2 and question 3. We discussed the Covid 19 virus and its impact. Question 2 focused
on solutions to the problems that occurred during the outbreak of the Covid 19 virus, which was
discussed in questionl. In question 3, | made a summary of the symposium and took a photo with
symposium members. I felt that their country had the same problems even though our countries are
different. For example, people couldn’t go to school, or meet their friends. It was a very valuable and
enjoyable time to talk with people from countries like Majuro even though we have differences. We
also have many similarities. (Kako Hasumi / Department of Medical Engineering 1st year)

[ attended a symposium on cross-cultural communication. Because, of the preparations, we were able
to exchange many views with CMI students. I had a hard time communicating the concepts of
ethnocentrism and stereotypes. However, it was good that we were able to understand each other’s
opinion even in my poor English. It motivates me to learn English because I can enjoy conversations
outside of the symposium. [ was able to see the differences between the Marshall Islands and Japan
from various perspectives by listening to the team’s thoughts on other themes of the symposium.

(Tamami Terai / Department of Prime Mover Engineering 4 year)
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